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Foreword 
This manual shows you how to network the LabBook software, i.e., how to link the LabBook machine 
with other machine(s). 

It is important to know that LabBook does not require an Internet connection to operate, and you can 
work with the software without a network connection (single-user architecture). Here we will look at 
using LabBook on an intranet. 

The necessary tools and materials  
When we want to network a LabBook machine, we talk about the Client/Server architecture. It is 
therefore necessary to have a server machine and one or more client machines. 

As a reminder: LabBook is installed on a Linux system (Ubuntu), a system known for its strong security, 
and the client machines can be Windows or other systems. 

Once LabBook is installed on the server, you will need to identify the IP address of the machine. Here 
are two ways to do this: 

• Method 1: Graphic mode 

Click on "Activities"  (top left menu); and on the search bar type "settings 

 

Click on the "Settings" icon. And click on the section on the left " Network ". 
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Go to this interface, in the right part and in Wire : 

 

Click on this button to see the connection settings (on the far right) 

And you arrive at this interface: 

 

Here you have the IPv4 
address of your network 

f  
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• Method 2: Console mode 

 You can also get the IP address of your network from the command line. 

Open a terminal:  

 

Then type the command: ifconfig 

 

 

Here you have the details of your network interface and with the IP address. 

IP address configuration 
In this manual we use a dynamic IP address (DHCP), i.e. an address that changes automatically (every 
time the router or server is rebooted or the network port is changed). With this dynamic option, if 
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after some time you are not able to access the server's IP address, you should check the new IP 
address by one of the two methods mentioned above. 

Set the server IP : 

You can also set the IP address of the server and to do so you will need to contact the system 
administrator.  

With the version of Ubuntu 20.04 LTS on which LabBook is currently installed, we use the new 
network manager "netplan" and the official configuration steps are described here: 
https://doc.ubuntu-fr.org/netplan . Once you have finished setting the server IP, you can return to 
the address verification step to validate the change and now your address will not change 
automatically. 

Description of a Client/Server architecture 
A Client/Server architecture looks like the following image:  

 

 

The materials needed are: 

• A server machine: this is where LabBook is installed 
• One or more client machines: on the picture, we have as example 2 machines 
• A router or a switch: depending on your needs. Here for example we have a wifi router 
• RJ45 Ethernet cable to connect computers through the router or switch 

 

Client machine configuration 
Then, on your client machine, you will need a web browser like Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox.  

On the address bar, type: http://l'ip_address_of_LabBook_server' (change the 
'ip_address_of_LabBook_server' to the IP of your LabBook server. For example http://192.168.88.2) 

https://doc.ubuntu-fr.org/netplan
http://l%E2%80%99adresse_ip_du_serveur_LabBook
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